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GLOSSARY OF TERMS & ACRONYMS

ABS

AEDI

AMCORD

ANZSIC

ASCO

Best Start

CaLD

CDEP

Communities for Children

DEWR
DHA
DHS

FACSIA

FDC
FTE

Hard Infrastructure

LOTE
MVA Cacop
SEIFA

SLA

Australian Bureau of Statistics

Australian Early Development Index

Australian Model Code for Residential Development
Australian and New Zealand Standard Industry Classification
Australian Standard Classification of Occupations

Joint DHS, DET program adessing health and education issues
for children aged 08.

Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Background
Community Development Employment Program

FACSIA program to support nagovernment organisations in
providing integrated services to & year olds and their families

Department of Employment and Workplad@elations
(Federa) Department ofHealth and Ageing
(State) Department of Human Services

(Federal Department of) Families, CommunityServices and
Indigenous Affairs

Family Day Care
Full Time Equivalent

Physical facilities such as roads, rail, telecommunications and
community buildings

Language Other Than English
Murray Valley Aborigal Cooperative
SocicEconomic Index for Areas

Statistical Local Area
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Executive Summary v

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report presents the findings of the feasibility study into the development of a Family Centre
in Robinvale. It was commissioned by the So Great r@wmittee and the Swan Hill Rural City
Council as part of a range of strategies to improve community wellbeing for residents of
Robinvale and surrounding districts.

E.1 Introduction

The Federal Department of Families, Community Services and IndigenousifsSf(FACSIA), the

State Department of Human Services (DHS) and the Swan Hill Rural City Council have recognised

the need for improved access to early childhood support services in Robinvale. The town was
selected as a site for BestcStat ahtle FSEC&Lk A3 5o € e mmuni
Childrert programs to address this. Additionally the So Great Committee commissioned this

study to see whether it would be feasible to plan, fund, construct and operate a Family Centre in
Robinvale that would consadlate services into one locatioh

The study was undertaken on the basis of the following assumptions:

1. The main objective is to target those children and parents most at risk of not
participating in education and health programs so that-B yearolds are prepared for
primary school and that the overall health and wellbeing of the children and their parents
can be improved.

2. A Family Centre is one proposed solution to provide the capacity for these essential
services, particularly in relation tehildcare.

3. Early childhood services must be appropriate and accessible to residents in the
Robinvale catchment.

4. The principles of cadocation where possible, multpurpose and multitarget facilities, and
schools as the heart of regional commmities, underlie sustainable facility provision.

5. Community facilities must be sustainable investmentsand contribute to the broader
sustainable devebpment of the community.

6. The recommendations of this study must be aligned with the So Great Muittee
Strategic Plan 20062009.

7. The recommendations of this study must also assist the Swan Hill Rural City Council to
achieve its goal of supporting people who need extra assistance, as outlined in the
Council Plan 20062010.

The key steps in comiling this report were:

e A review of demographic, education and health data, previous studies and Council and
State policies relevant to early childhood support in Robinvale;

¢ An analysis of six other Family Centres in regional Victoria, as well as on&Viestern
Australia, including discussions with current managers, councils and funding agencies;

¢ Discussions with funding and regulatory agencies;

¢ Stakeholder consultationwith 24 one-on-one or small group discussions

1 Seehttp://www.beststart.vic.gov.aufor more details.

2 See http://lwww.facsia.gov.aufor more details.

3 The terms of reference for this study are summarised in Section 1.2.

4Note t hat the terms O6Robinvaled and 6Robinvale catchmeni
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A community workshop focusing on deamd for services and possible solutions;

An audit of infrastructure and services;

Documentation of potential sites for a Family Centre;

The preparation of a draft floor plan including functional requirements and indicative
cost estimates.

Finally, the bllowing underlying questions were used to focus the inquiry:

1. Isthere a gap in essential early childhood service delivery in Robinvale?

2. What are the options for addressing any gap in essential early childhood service delivery?

3. Is a Family Centre feasik to the extent that is the most cost efficient and effective
solution?

4. What are some of the key factors in developing a successful Family Centre?

E.2 The Robinvale Catchment Area

Robinvale and the surrounding districts ohnnuello, Bannerton, Boundar Bend and Wemenvere
considered the catchment area for this study. The population is characterised by:

e Alarger population than ABS Census estimates indicate;

e A relatively high 1| evel of disadvantage as
(ABS) SocigEconomic Index for Areas (SEIFA);

e A very culturally diverse population compared with the rest of regional Victoria; and

e The likelihood of population growth over the next 10 years to continue to place pressure
on essential health and education sevices.

As this study was not commissioned to undertake a detailed demographic analysis, other sources
were used (e.g., the Success Works population estimate and the Maternal Health review study
into birth rates). All other assumptions about demographicd community were derived through
the stakeholder consultations.

E.3 Early Childhood Development

Early childhood support services are a priority issues for both State and Federal Government in
Victoria. This is in recionggniitti omni ght tihre tihme oega
positive outcomes. To address this, government agencies aim to increase participation in
parental support programs, playgroups and kindergarten, particularly amongst disadvantaged
community groups. Formal, preksional childcare is also now recognised as an important
service. Not only does it allow greater levels of economic activity for the parents, but it also
provides a means by which health and education programs can be accessed in a friendly and
efficient way.

At the same time, due to labour and financial constraints, the level of service provision is not
keeping pace with growing populations and expectations.

Several recent surveys of Robinvale residents found that, amongst other things:

e Childcare isin critically short supply;
e Many parents are not aware of what existing services and facilitiage available to them;

Robinvale Family Centre Feasibility Study
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e There are known language difficulties in the community, particularly with young children
commencing primary school,

e Family violence iseen as an issue in Robinvale;

e Teenage pregnancies in Robinvale are higher than State averages and often a lifestyle
choice;and

e The more disconnected and vulnerable people in the community often find services
inaccessible either through lack of transpordr because they do not feel welcome.

I n view of the resource constraints and Robin
through colocated services is an obvious and necessary solution. Integrated services are also
considered the most effective mans of improving the lives of the most vulnerable children in the
community. Best practice in both contemporary community facilities planning and in early
childhood support services advocate integrated, commuribyvned facilities.

E.4 Stakeholder Views

The views and concerns expressed in earlier surveys were reflected in the consultations for this
study. For example:

¢ Robinvale has certain characteristics that create high demand for support services
including a high proportion of people with aCulturally and Linguistically Diverse
Background (CalLD),olv levels ofparticipation in kindergarten, alth issues such as
diabetes and obesity and digh incidence of family violence.
¢ The most disadvantaged residents areot accessing existing services
e A Fanily Centrewould help toengage with families not currently accessing services.
¢ Al day and occasional day carés very importantfor all community groupsas is Felp for
parents (e.g., pl aygroups and mothersd grou
¢ A Family Centre can only work ifig communityowned and with multicultural staff.
e Case studies from around Australiandicate that, in order to reach the most vulnerable in
the community, Fami | y Centres needmetdoi ctadwe ffarcieesn dt
Nevertheless, maternal and clhd health servicesare important in order to facilitate
greater access to parents in need of various support services. This precludesating
family centre sevices within hospital grounds.

See Table A.3 for more stakeholder comments.
E.5 Facilities and Services Audit

Robinvale currently has access to:

e Best Start and Communities for Children funding, a Youth and Family Facilitator and Child
Care Resource Worker;

Three kindergartens with a total capacity (for Robinvale residents) of 52;

One childcare grvice with a capacity of 28;

A comprehensive health service through the Robinvale District Health Service;

A Councimanaged Maternal and Child Health Nurse visiting three days a week;

An Aboriginal health service through the Murray Valley-Guerative;

Councitmanaged Family Day Care with a current capacity of 16 children;

Several mobile and locatiofbased playgroups with a total capacity of 46;

Robinvale Family Centre Feasibility Study
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e A privatelyrun parental education program with a capacity of 19 parents;
¢ A kindergym run once a week wita capacity for 30 children; and
¢ An unused but fullyfitted créche.

See Table 5.1 for more details.
E.6 Unmet Demand

Potential unmet demand for early childhood support services in Robinvale was determined
through consultations for this study, as welhs evaluation of earlier surveys, demographic
analysis and a review of State and Federal guidelines on minimum service provision levels, as
follows:

¢ An average yearound shortfall of between 91 and 116 centrébased childcare places
and 35-46 Family DayCare places;

e An average, yearound shortfall of 10 parttime/occasional or after school childcare
places for 05 yearolds;

e A shortfall of 20 places for playgroup participation;

e A current shortfall of seven places for kindergarten; and

e A demand for tansport and information services to improve access for disadvantaged
mothers to existing and proposed future services.

E.7 Issues and Options
The key issues identified during this study were:

e There is limitedawarenessin the communityof available rvices;

e Facilities in Robinvale are generalliacking, orinappropriate for delivering early childhood
support services;

e There is no existing hub that could effectively deliver early childhood support services

e There are opportunities for a staged strateg response that includes programming
transitional strategies into existing facilities; and

e There is significant unmet demand for all day and occasional childcare, as well as
playgroups and possibly kindergarten places in Robinvale. Additionally, trans$pand
information provision arecrucialto improving access for disadvantaged parents.

In response to the existing and future needs, the following points have been considered:

e There is demand for the development of a Family Centre that incorporates @gdly and
occasional childcare (including a kinder program), maternal and child health nurse rooms
and playgroups and, in the future, the option to construct a new kindergarten.

e There are three significant development proposals in Robinvale that have a kieg on
the Family Centre proposal. They are the Education Precinct, the RDHS service
devel opment proposal (which includes a pl an
RDHS® medi cal centre proposal. Feasprojea | i ty
planning, which must include consideration of masterplans and detailed business cases.
Consequently, it is critical that the Family Centre proposal should not be further
progressed without strategic and operational consideration of these other pagals.

Robinvale Family Centre Feasibility Study
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e After a review of potential sites for a Family Centre in Robinvale, three were identified as
being suitable: adjacent to the Leisure
on the road reserve at the corner of Ronald and Alexander Rlo&ubject to analysis of
drainage issues, the latter site is considered the most suitable.

e There are several funding programs available that could cover a significant portion of

construction costs for a Family Cedterds Th

Centre grant, the Department of Transport
Partnerships Program (no | imit), DHS®d mino
Victorian Communityds (DVC) Building Commu

that meet communitywide objectives). In addition there are funds available to the RDHS
and Robinvale Consolidate School that, while not guaranteed, may provide some scope
for contribution.

e Other jurisdictions have found that it takes an average of 4.3 ges to develop a Family
Centre.

e There are opportunities to implement a transitional strategy that programs urgently
required activities into existing facilities. See Table 7.5 for detalils.

e A Family Centre developed to meet current needs would cost in theler of $387,000
per annum to operate (not including asset depreciation or ndacility management staff
salaries). A proportion of this cost could be recovered through service level agreements
with lessees.

¢ Victorian councils have generally assumed rpsnsibility for Family Centres and up to
50% of childcare services within Family Centres. However, the most feasible
manager/owner in Robinvale is the Robinvale District Health Service, which could enter
into (cost recoverybased) service level agreementwith other providers who would
deliver integrated services from a Family Centre. The key is in securing the services of a
childcare providerand the support of other public partners in delivering services from the
Centre

On the basis of current and futte needs, the existence of suitable managing authorities, funding
availability and available land, it can be concluded tha Family Centre development in Robinvale
is feasible.

E.8 Conclusions

In relation to the four questions used to focus this inquir the following responses are provided:

1. Is there a gap in essential early childhood service delivery in Robinvale?
Based onconsultations for this and previous studies, its evident that some essential early
childhood services are not available ta proportion of the Robinvale catchment population,
nor are they delivered at a scale required for the current population.

2. What are the options for addressing any gap in essential early childhood service delivery?
The options to address this gap in @livery is primarily a capital option (to construct an
integrated Family Centre); or a necapital option (to program activities into existing spaces,
including the leasing of commercial space and the reliance on the Consolidated School and
RDHS to delivee s s ent i<cadr roiexulrea6 educati on and heal

3. Is a Family Centre feasible to the extent that is the most cost efficient and effective solution?

Colocated and cooperative services are the general trend and, according to managers of
other family centres in regional Victoria, they are a successful approach to delivering integrated

Robinvale Family Centre Feasibility Study
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early childhood support. Hubs are a concept that is broadly considered to be essential: firstly
to positive community outcomes (connecting people with their monunity) and secondly as an
efficient allocation of resources (connecting professional service providers with one anothkr).
can be concluded that it is feasi® to build a Family Centre (in relation tdunding,
management and outcomes for a lage percertage of the community). Howevea stand-alone
new facility provides no guarantee that it is the most pragmatic response to the stated
objective unless explicit conditions are attached to its planning, design and operation.

. What are some of the key faors in developing a successful Family Centre?
Evidence from other jurisdictionand comments from Robinvale service providers suggesat
several key steps are necessary to ensure a successful development:

Convene a meeting of senior management of tHeey stakeholders to make a decision on
the proposal and agree on responsibilities, functional and operational issues;

Ensure that the next stage of Family Centre ppdanning is integrated with all other
relevant development plans in théown;

Leveragefrom Best Start and Communities for Children program interaction with the
community to raise the awareness of the pragsal to develop a Family Centre;

Ensure that a design team is chosen who will work closely with the community through a
Steering Committe and oneon-one engagement with community leaders during the
developmentstage;

Identify and secure the services of a commercial or community childcare provider;
Ensure that a Development Steering Committee is established that reflecke diversity

of the community;

Make learning from best practice in engaging with multicultural communities (both in
Robinvale and elsewhere), a structured part of the development process by, for example,
appointing people to the Steering Committee whuave direct experiege in this;

Ensure there is capacity for expansion (over time, if not immediately), particularly into
services for other age cohorts. This helps to build community cohesion and is supported
by fundingagencies such as DHS and DoTaRS;

Ensure that a sense ofwhole-of-community ownership of the facility continues to be
encouraged from as eaf into the construction stage as possible;

Develop eternal features such as a community gardes)

Ensure thatthe decoration of the interior and the atmosphereloes not exlude fathers

of young children;

Provideculturally friendly internalfeatures in terms of decoration;

Secure a commitment to enter into leasing arrangements with all service providers;

Aim for a culturally diverse mix of staff;

Provide multiple informatbn tools prochures, a touchscren, posters and signage);

Ensure the facility manager is chosein the best interests of the communityand in a
transparent manner; and

Trainlocal people to work in the facility.

E.9 Recommendations

On the basis of the most suitable location, funding opportunities and the measure of unmet
demand, it is recommendedthat, should it be decided that a Family Centre be built, it would be
located at the corner of Ronald and Alexander Roads and should include:

Robinvale Family Centre Feasibility Study
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A tworoom, 60place childcare centrewith in-venue kinder program

A multipurpose meeting room for up to 30 people;

An occasional care space for up to 10 children;

The capacity to construct a new (minimum) 3glace kindergarten adjacent to the centre
in the medium term;

Shared office space for all staff;

An external playground for up to 60 children;

Two private consultation rooms for maternal and child health and similar visits;
Entryway and serviceaoms (toilets, storage etc); and

A transitional strategy to meet imradiate needs while the project is being developed.

The details on functional requirementscost estimatesand draft floor and site plansare provided
at Appendix Four.

Robinvale Family Centre Feasibility Study



Introduction 1

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The town of Robinvale and its surrounds are characterised by riclliyerse cultural groups, a
growing population and a shortage in essential services for early childhood development. This

has been recognised in Robinvaleds selection a:
Best Start program and as one of 45ites nationwide for the Federal Department of Families,
Community Services and Indigenous Affairsoé (FAC

To contribute to this, the So Great Committee, in partnership with the Rural City of Swan Hill, has
commissional a feasibility study into the development of a Family Centre in Robinvale. A Family
Centre is an integrated facility providing services such as maternal and child health, space for
playgroups and parenting @sses, childcare and preschool

Community etvelopment is at the heart of this study. As part of the Federal Government funded
Communities for Children program, the community was consulted at length on education and
health needs for 05 yearolds in Robinvale. One of the outcomes of this was the desto see a
community hub in the form of family centre services. This finding coincided with the Robinvale
District Health Serviceds position on the need

The So Great Committee and the Swan Hill Rural City Council hea@gnised that, in order to
ensure that the Family Centre proposal was the most effective solution to the issues raised in the
community consultation, a feasibility study was necessary to determine if sufficient and
appropriate early childhood support setices are available in Robinvale and that a Family Centre
could be located, funded and managed to provide these services.

1.1 Study Assumptions

The study is based on the following assumptions:

1. The main objective is to target those children and pants most at risk of not
participating in education and health programs so that-B yearolds are prepared for
primary school and that the overall health and wellbeing of the children and their parents
can be improved.

2. A Family Centre is one solutio that has been proposed to provide the capacity for the
delivery of these essential services, particularly in relation to chitdre.

3. Early childhood services must be appropriate and accessible to the population of the
Robinvale catchment.

4. The principles of cclocation where possible multpurpose and multitarget facilities and
schools as the heart of regional communities, underlie sustainable facility provision.

5. Community facilities must be sustainable investmentsand contribute to the troader
sustainable development of the community.

6. The recommendations of this study must be aligned with the So Great Committee
Strategic Plan 20062009.

7. The recommendations of this study must also assist the Swan Hill Rural City Council to
achieve its goal of supporting people who need extra assistance, as outlined in the
Council Plan 20062010.

Robinvale Family Centre Feasibility Study
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1.2 Study Aim and Objectives

The aim of this study is to determine the feasibility of developing a Family Centre in Robinvale in
relation to colocation of services, costlocatonand t he objectiveeadi nmgsd
for 0-5 yearolds in Robinvale.

As indicated in the brief, the objectives of the study are in two parts. Firstly to undertake the
following:

Identify Early Childhood Seices provided in Robinvale;

Identify any gaps in Early Childhood Services;

Conduct an audit of existing Early Childhood Services infrastructure;

Make recommendations of any synergies that may exist between thelooation of Early
Childhood services; ad

e Make a recommendation on the feasibility of developing a Family Centre in Robinvale.

On the basis that the Family Centre is found to be feasible, the study would undertake the
following tasks:

¢ Identify the services best suited to be included in theafily Centre;

¢ Identify suitable locations and make a recommendation on the preferred location for the
Centre;

e Provide a recommendation on the management structure of the Family Centre;

e Develop a draft floor plan that complies with all Government Regutats; and

e Estimate the cost to develop the Family Centre, including identification of possible
funding sources.

In order to achieve these objectives, the study is framed by four key questions:

1. Isthere a gap in essential early childhood service delivaryRobinvale?

2. What are the options for addressing any gap in essential early childhood service delivery?

3. Is a Family Centre feasible to the extent that it is the most cost efficient and effective
solution?

4. What are some of the key factors in developirggsuccessful Family Centre?

In addressing these questions, this study provides information and advice that will assist the So
Great Committee, the Robinvale District Health Service, Council and other stakeholders in
making a decision about the developmenfunding and management of a potential Family Centre
in Robinvale.

1.3 Study Area

Robinvale is a town in the western region of the Rural City of Swan Hill: a town and region known
for dryland agriculture, horticulture and tourism. Robinvale sits alosige the Murray River across
from the small New South Wales town of Euston (population, 500).

The Family Centre feasibility study aims to investigate the viability of developing a Family Centre
located in the township of Robinvale and servicing the need$ the population of Robinvale, as
well as the surrounding towns and rural areas, including Annuello, Bannerton, Boundary Bend
and Wemen.

Robinvale Family Centre Feasibility Study
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1.4 Methodology

Tasks undertaken for this study were:

Background research on early childhood services;

Stakeholderconsultation of service providers;

A community workshop to address needs and solutions;

A needs assessment based on an audit of existing relevant services and facilities,
together with an evaluation of potential services and facilities;

A review of Fanty Centres in other regional jurisdictions;

An analysis of funding and management options and opportunities;

The preparation of options, with one recommended, based on the conclusions drawn
from the previous steps; and

The preparation of a draft floor @n and cost estimates for a Family Centre.

Robinvale Family Centre Feasibility Study
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2.0 THE ROBINVALE CATCHMENT AREA

According to the 2001 Census, Robinvale and surrounds (the Robinvale and Euston Statistical
Local Areasd SLA), has a total Estimated Resident Population (ERP) of 4,514 (SasscWorks,
2005). This figure is believed to significantly underestimate the true baseline population of the
area, given its large labour market. Consequently, the quantum of delivery of public services,
which is largely based on per capita distributionalfs short of real community need.

This section considers some key social, economic and demographic characteristics of the
Robinvale catchment area to provide context for an assessment of the demand for early
childhood support services. Rather than regfite information available elsewhere (e.g., Success
Works, 2005), and in view of the fact that the release of 2006 Census data is imminent, this
section instead provides a snapshot of relevant features of the community in and around
Robinvale. It will alssspeculate about the changing demography over the next 10 years and its
implications on the need for early childhood services in the areBlote that this section is not
intended to be a comprehensive and conclusive demographic analysis.

2.1 Robinvale Now

Stakeholder consultation, as well as previous research identified several factors critical to
facilities provision. These are:

1. The baseline population.

2. The level of disadvantage.

3. The cul tural diversity of Robinvaleds commu
4. Other salient featuresoRobi nval eds soci al and economic |

Baseline Population

Al t hough there are widely varying estimates of
that the ABS Census data and the Department of
are underestimates. The Success Works (2005) study concluded that there are somewhere
between 6,000 and 8,000 residents and up to 10,000 during peak harvest periods. Even taking

the | ower esti mate of lovbgrodtb atesadaor?@3l, &ig stillspggestatigat DS E 6 s
facilities and services need to be provided for a population that is at least 33% larger than official
estimates.

In terms of population growth, and consequently, future service demand, there are several
complex factors that come nto play. Firstly, in support of the DSE growth forecasts, primary
school enrolments in the Robinvale area have remained more or less static for the last three
years (see Table 2.1)These figures have declined from a higher historical total.

Table 2.1: Primary School Enrolments 20082007

SCHOOL 2005 | 2006 | 2007
St Maryds 182 192 184
Robinvale Consolidated 264 246 269
Euston Public 135 95 85
TOTAL 581 533 538
(source: school ds enrol ment dat a)

Robinvale Family Centre Feasibility Study
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At the same time,the Success Works findings, and more recertomments from community
stakeholders, indicate that there has been a growth in the proportion of households in the area
with no children ormore accuratelypeople who are moving to the area for work and leaving their
children either in Melbourne or Syaky.

Finally, the Robinvale District Health Servi
that 100 births per year (30 of which are Indigenous) was a reasonable assumption for the
Robinvale areaAlthough the Swan HilCouncil maternal healthstatistics believe this figure may

be closer to 80 births per year.

All of this makes it difficult to plan for the future. As a starting point, this study assumes that the
estimated 05 yearold population of 408 for 2001 was a significant undercount; asvill be the
2006 estimateS. Therefore, until such time aghe latest Census information isavailable, this
study is working from a figure of 540 & yearolds out of a total population of 6,000.In any
event, short of a catastrophic decline in populatiorthe actual current population growth rate is
largely immaterial in view of the fact that current provision of services such as childcare is
insufficient to meet the needs of even the official ABS ERP.

The Level of Disadvantage

According to the 2001 ABSSocicEconomic Index For Areas (SEIFA) data, the Robinvale SLA
scores poorly on all indexes of disadvantage (that is, the relative disadvantage index; on the
continuum of advantage to disadvantage; the Index of Economic Resources; and the Index of
Educaton and Occupation).

FACSIA rate the Robinvale SLA (FACSIA, 2007) as the most disadvantaged rural area in Victoria
and the State Government also acknowledges the significantly higher proportion of teenage
pregnancies throughout the entire Swan Hill, compad with the rest of Victoria.

Cultural Diversity

In Robinvale Consolidated School, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders have consistently made
up more than 25% of the school population. Moreover, an additional 30% come from femglish
speaking backgounds, with up to half of these children not speaking English.

These are unique figures which are only seen elsewhere in small pockets of Metropolitan
Melbourne, regional NSW and Western Australia, and it raises the challenge of ensuring children
arehdasclc ready?d.

Table 2.2 compares the cultural mix in the Robinvale SLA with the SLAs for the six other locations
in Victoria that have been used as comparative family centre case studies in this prdject

5 At the time of preparing this report the ABS had agreed in principle to acknowledge the undercount of
population in the Robinvale area.

6 Because of Robinnheds uni que status, drawing parallels to
jurisdictions should be undertaken cautiously. This report recommends further-depth research on more
comparable parts of Australia.

Robinvale Family Centre Feasibility Study
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Table2.22.Robi nval eds Cul tur al Diversity
SPEAKS LANGUAGE | % OF POPULATIOI
TOTAL OTHER THAN ENGLIS| INDIGENOUS

STATSTICAL LOCAL AREA PERSONS AT HOME
Geelong (Corio Bay) 53,714 18.8% 0.9%
Golden Plains 0 0
(Bannockburn) 7,338 3.3% 0.4%
Moyne (Hawkesdale) 2,753 1.1% 0.0%
Glenelg (Portland) 10,107 1.9% 1.0%
N. Grampians (Stawell) 9,080 1.2% 0.9%
Macedon Ranges o o
(Woodend) 17,977 4.5% 0.3%
Swan Hill (Robinvale) 3,918 25.1% 8.2%

(source: ABS Census 2001)

This data starkly illustrates the unique position Robinvale is in with respect to the rest of Vietor

No other rural SLA in the State has as high a proportion of rEnglish speakers (Alpine SLA is

the next with 15%) and at 3. 7 %, Orbost in the
Indigenous population. Moreover, it is very likely that, the six years since the 2001 Census,

these differences have widenedit has been estimated that there have been 1,000 new migrants

in the Robinvale area from SE Asian countries (particularly Vietham and Cambodijwever,
community consultation suggestshat a high (but unknown) proportion of these new migrants are

not bringing their children to Robinvale, preferring to leave them with extended family members in
Sydney or Melbourne.

Other Features
The following features anglecaomyintgenerllobi nval eds poc

¢ According to several community members, any new migrant families are reported to be
leaving their children in Melbourne while working in the area;

¢ Diversification and integration of the fruit and crop growing industry, partiedly fruit
processing, is evident however there is some uncertainty over access to water;

e Mining and retirementled development are also driving growth in the region;

e The Swan Hill Rural City Council estimates that, over the next two years major projects i
the region will generate 633 new FTEs

e There is still a degree of transience in the population with families moving to whehe
work is;

e Attracting and retaining qualified staff, particularly in community services and health, will
continue to be a sigificant problem across Australia but most notably in regional areas.

2.2 Robinvale in 10 Years

The following speculative evaluations are provided in order to set the context for the findings of
this report.
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